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here is more to see here than the Roman legacy;
ﬂHJ<oc might find that a refreshing change. Venture
north beyond the wall on a short tour. You'll discover a
tranguil landscape with a turbulent history and insights
into more recent times on a 25 mile route from Gilsland
to the Anglo-Scottish border. There are four suggested
halts, all churches. They encapsulate the development
of the communities who have lived here since the
Romans departed and importantly offer parking from
which you can explore the area. You don't have to go
into them, but know that three are open during daylight
hours. All have WWI war memarials.

You might choose to drive, cycle or walk from one
to another. Distances, postcodes and national grid
references are listed under each entry.

Langholm

The Knowe Church

Bewcastle

Carwinley St Cutnbert's

Kirkandrews on Esk

Gilsland

St Mary Magdalene

Lanercost

Talkin
CARLISLE

St Mary Magdalene, Gilsland

This is a small, tranquil Victorian church, connected with
the nearby Gilsland Spa — even the Romans used the
curative waters. By the 1780s an hotel had been built. Sir
Walter Scott visited and here met his future wife in 1797.

The owner of the hotel funded the building and
endowment of a small church on his land for his guests
and the people of the village in the valley below. The
coming of the railway also saw the burgeoning of the
village, previously three distinct hamlets, into a thriving
tourist venue now given the name Gilsland after the spa
it served.

After enjoying the tranquility of the church, wander
through the romantic landscape of the Spa woods and
Irthing Gorge — accessible from Gilsland Spa Hotel car
park — stout footwear needed in winter!

Open daily during daylight hours
www.laverock.co.uk/gilsland

GR NY 637 673 CA87AR

Gilsland to Bewcastle 11 miles

Mast of the journey follows the Maiden Way,
a bridleway from Birdoswald

St Cuthbert’s, Bewcastle

Here is a church with a rare eighth century Anglo Saxon cross
in the churchyard, next to a ruined castle on the site of an
unusual hexagonal Roman fort connected to Hadrian's Wall
via the Maiden Way. Bewcasile church, cross and castle are
part of Hadrian’s Wall World Heritage Site.

Pevsner ranked the 8th century Bewcastle cross as one of
the 12 most important monuments in Britain.

Farmed, lived in and fought over for three thousand years,
Bewcastle still retains the rugged splendour of the border

regions and is the home of the border reivers, many buried
in the churchyard.

The simple church dates from the 13th century. Although
plain it is imbued with a rare, deep peace. In the
churchyard is an exhibition in the old schoolroom that
covers the community’s sometimes turbulent border
history, the wildlife and the landscape.

Open daily during daylight hours
www.bewcastle.com

GR NY 565 745 CA6 6PS
St Cuthbert's Bewcastle to the Knowe Church 4 miles



